
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 13 October 2010] 

 p7616b-7617a 
Dr Graham Jacobs 

 [1] 

MENTAL HEALTH LAW CENTRE 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [12.09 pm]: As I said in yesterday’s brief ministerial 
statement, this week marks an important time for all Western Australians as it is Mental Health Week. With one 
in every five Australians—about 20 per cent—experiencing some form of mental illness in their lives, the 
Liberal–National government is committed to delivering the best mental health service it can provide. On 
Monday night I opened a seminar at the Mental Health Law Centre. Many people do not think about the 
relationship between mental health and the law. The law can play a part in improving a person’s access to 
optimal mental health care, and upholding the person’s rights while they are mentally ill. The Mental Health Law 
Centre is the only specialist legal service in Western Australia dedicated to supporting people with a mental 
illness. It is an independent, non-government centre that provides free and confidential legal services to 
involuntary patients of mental health. The centre supports a person’s right to participate in making a decision 
about their mental health treatment and care. Ultimately the centre is an organisation that promotes the human 
rights of people with a mental illness.  

The Mental Health Law Centre is particularly active in two situations. When someone falls acutely ill and they 
are taken as an involuntary patient and put into an acute hospital for care in a secure environment, that status 
comes up for review and consideration before the Mental Health Review Board. At the Mental Health Review 
Board session there is the patient or the consumer, usually a consumer advocate and a psychiatrist, and legal 
representation—ideally. The other day at the seminar it was made clear to me that there are some areas that need 
improving, particularly in the involvement of the carer at the Mental Health Review Board session. The 
involuntary status is reviewed at the Mental Health Review Board session; that is, can the patient or consumer 
now go from involuntary to voluntary? We need to improve and do better in some areas. We need to have an 
informed psychiatric assessment at every Mental Health Review Board session. The other night it was made 
clear that there were some deficiencies in that area. It is people like those at the Mental Health Law Centre who 
advocate for these improvements. The government very much supports the work of the Mental Health Law 
Centre, and the government supported the centre recently by providing $90 000 in financial support, not only for 
accommodation, but also to do some draft work in reviewing the Mental Health Act in Western Australia. 
 


